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“It is finished.” 
                                                                                    John 19:30                                                                                  
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WORDS OF ENTRANCE FOR GOOD FRIDAY 
 

Minister:   Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD;  
                                        O Lord, hear my voice.  
 Let your ears be attentive  
  to my cry for mercy.  
  If you, O LORD, kept a record of sins,  
  O Lord, who could stand?  
 But with you there is forgiveness;  therefore you are feared.  
     I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in his word I put my hope.  
 My soul waits for the Lord  more than watchmen wait for the morning,  
  more than watchmen wait for the morning.  
 O Israel, put your hope in the LORD,  
   for with the LORD is unfailing love  and with him is full redemption.  
 He himself will redeem Israel from all their sins.  
                                                                                       (Psalm 130) 
 

INVITATION TO WORSHIP 
 

M:  The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.   
 Now is the time for judgment on this world;  
 now the prince of this world will be driven out. 
 
      Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may  
      glorify you.  Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name           
      —  the name you gave me—so that they may be one as we are one.        
                                                                          (John 12:23,31; 17:1,11) 
 

Congregation:  Amen. 
 

 

  

      Worship Service 
 
 

              Friday,  March 30, 2018   7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

GOOD FRIDAY 
 
 

Theme of the day:  The great sacrifice of Jesus Christ on the cross  
  is the focus of the worship service this evening.  The day captures the  
  strange juxtaposition of the message of the cross:  man’s sin causes  
  the death of Jesus, but it is a death he willingly undergoes out of love  
  for humankind.  Law and gospel, sin and grace meet at  the cross  
  with the result of death for the One giving life to the many. 
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♫Song:  The Old Rugged Cross (Met 142) 
 

On a hill far away stood an old rugged cross, 
The emblem of suffering and shame; 
And I love that old cross where the dearest and best 
For a world of lost sinners was slain. 
  So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross, 
  Till my trophies at last I lay down; 
  I will cling to the old rugged cross, 
  And exchange it some day for a crown. 
 

   (Please stand for the final verse.) 
 
O that old rugged cross, so despised by the world, 
Has a wondrous attraction for me; 
For the dear Lamb of God left His glory above 
To bear it to dark Calvary.        
  So I’ll cherish the old rugged cross, 
  Till my trophies at last I lay down; 
  I will cling to the old rugged cross, 
  And exchange it some day for a crown. 

 
 
M:  We pray.  In the name of our God, to whom all hearts are open and 

from whom no secrets are hidden: purify our hearts through your 
Holy Spirit so that we may love you as you deserve and be worthy 
of magnifying your holy name through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C:  Amen.. 
 
 
 
CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 
 
M:   Jesus commanded us:  “Love the Lord your God with all your 

heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your 
strength.  Love your neighbor as yourself.”  If we say we are    
without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  If      
we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive us and     
purify us from all sin. 

 

 
Silence to reflect on the Word of God and to examine ourselves. 
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♫  Song: Just As I Am, without One Plea (CW 397) 
 

Just as I am, without one plea     
But that thy blood was shed for me 
And that thou bidd’st me come to thee,    
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 
      

Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 
Wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve. 
Because thy promise I believe,   
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 
 

M:  Let us confess our sins against God and against our neighbors: 
C:  God of mercy, we confess that we have been enslaved by sin 

and cannot free ourselves.  We have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and action, by what we have done and by what 
we have left undone.  We have not loved you with our whole 
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  By the 
love of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.  Forgive us, 
renew us, and direct us by your Holy Spirit, so that your will 
may be our joy and we may walk in your ways forever, to the 
glory of your name.  Amen. 

 
 

M:  Almighty God, our heavenly Father, in his great mercy has given  
us his Son.  By his life and death, God cleansed us from all sin.    
By his resurrection we have eternal life as Jesus said, “Because I 
live, you also will live.”  For this reason, as a called servant of 
Christ   and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the   
name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.   

C: Amen.  
 
  

PSALM OF THE DAY: Psalm 22   
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My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?* 

Why are you so far from saving me? 

 

I am a worm and not a man,* 

scorned by men and despised by the people. 

 

All who see me mock me;* 

they hurl insults, shaking their heads: 

 

“He trusts in the LORD; let the LORD rescue him.* 

Let him deliver him, since he delights in him.” 
 

Refrain 
 

My strength is dried up, and my tongue sticks  

to the roof of my mouth;* 

you lay me in the dust of death. 

 

A band of evil men has encircled me,* 

they have pierced my hands and my feet. 

 

They divide my garments among them* 

and cast lots for my clothing. 

 

But you, O LORD, be not far off;* 

O my Strength, come quickly to help me. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Refrain 
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SCRIPTURE LESSON:  Isaiah 52:13-53:12    
 

13 See, my servant will act wisely;  
he will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted.  

14 Just as there were many who were appalled at him—  
his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any man  
and his form marred beyond human likeness—  

15 so will he sprinkle many nations, 
and kings will shut their mouths because of him.  

For what they were not told, they will see,  
and what they have not heard, they will understand.  

 53 Who has believed our message  
and to whom has the arm of the LEFG been revealed?  

2 He grew up before him like a tender shoot,  
and like a root out of dry ground.  

He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him,  
nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.  

3 He was despised and rejected by men,  
a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering.  

Like one from whom men hide their faces  
he was despised, and we esteemed him not.  

4 Surely he took up our infirmities  
and carried our sorrows,  

yet we considered him stricken by God,  
smitten by him, and afflicted.  

5 But he was pierced for our transgressions,  
he was crushed for our iniquities;  

the punishment that brought us peace was upon him,  
and by his wounds we are healed.  

6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray,  
each of us has turned to his own way;  

and the LEFG has laid on him  
the iniquity of us all.  

7 He was oppressed and afflicted,  
yet he did not open his mouth;  

he was led like a lamb to the slaughter,  
and as a sheep before her shearers is silent,  
so he did not open his mouth.  

8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away.  
And who can speak of his descendants?  

For he was cut off from the land of the living;  
for the transgression of my people he was stricken. 
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9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked,  
and with the rich in his death,  

though he had done no violence,  
nor was any deceit in his mouth.  

10 Yet it was the LEFG’s will to crush him and cause him to  
      suffer, and though the LEFG makes his life a guilt offering,  

he will see his offspring and prolong his days,  
and the will of the LEFG will prosper in his hand.  

11 After the suffering of his soul,  
he will see the light of life and be satisfied;  

by his knowledge my righteous  
servant will justify many,  
and he will bear their iniquities.  

12 Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, 
and he will divide the spoils with the strong, 

because he poured out his life unto death,  
and was numbered with the transgressors.  

For he bore the sin of many,  
and made intercession for the transgressors.  

 
 
 
♫  Song:  Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted (CW 127) 
 

 Stricken, smitten, and afflicted, See him dying on the tree! 
‘Tis the Christ, by man rejected; Yes, my soul, ‘tis he, ‘tis he. 
‘Tis the long expected Prophet, David’s Son, yet David’s Lord; 
Proofs I see sufficient of it:  ‘Tis the true and faithful Word. 
 

If you think of sin but lightly Nor suppose the evil great,  
Here you see its nature rightly, Here its guilt may estimate. 
Mark the sacrifice appointed; See who bears the awful load 
‘Tis the Word, the Lord’s Anointed,  
Son of Man and Son of God. 
 

Here we have a firm foundation, Here the refuge of the lost; 
Christ’s the rock of our salvation,  
His the name of which we boast. 
Lamb of God, for sinners wounded, Sacrifice to cancel guilt 
None shall ever be confounded  
Who on him their hope have built. 
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HISTORY OF THE PASSION, JESUS´ DEATH ON THE CROSS 
 

M: Sitting down, the soldiers kept watch over Jesus there.  Those who  
       passed by hurled insults at him, shaking their heads and saying, 
 

C: “You who are going to destroy the temple and build it in three 
days, save yourself!  Come down from the cross, if you are the 
Son of God.” 

 

M: In the same way the chief priests, the teachers of the law and the  
       elders mocked him.  
 

C: “He saved others, but he can’t save himself!  He’s the king of 
Israel!  Let him come down now from the cross, and we will be-
lieve in him.  He trusts in God.  Let God rescue him now if he 
wants him, for he said, “I am the Son of God.” 

 

M: The soldiers also came up and mocked him. They offered him wine  
       vinegar  and said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save yourself.”  
      One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at him:    
 

C:  “Aren’t you the Christ? Save yourself and us!”  
 

M:  But the other criminal rebuked him.  He said: 
 

C: “Don’t you fear God, since you are under the same sentence?  
We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds de-
serve.  But this man has done nothing wrong.  Jesus, remember 
me when you come into your kingdom.” 

 

M: Jesus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with me 
in Paradise.”  

 
 
 
♫  Song: When I Survey the Wondrous Cross (CW 125) 
 

When I survey the wondrous cross  
On which the Prince of Glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss 
And pour contempt on all my pride. 

 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
That were a tribute far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, 
Demands my soul, my life, my all. 
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HISTORY OF THE PASSION, JESUS´ DEATH ON THE CROSS 
 

M: Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary  
      the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.  When Jesus saw his  
      mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he  
      said to his mother: 
 

C: “Dear woman, here is your sons.”  And to the disciple, “Here is 
your mother.”  From that time on, this disciple took her into his 
home. 

 

M: At the sixth hour darkness came over the whole land until the ninth  
      hour, for the sun stopped shining.  And at the ninth hour Jesus cried  
      out in a loud voice: “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?”  (which means,  
      “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”)  When some of  
     those standing near heard this, they said: “Listen, he’s calling Elijah.”   
     Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture  
     would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.”  A jar of wine vinegar  
     was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of  
     the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus’ lips.  When he had received  
     the drink, Jesus said: “It is finished.” 

 

C: Jesus called out with a loud voice, “Father, into your hands I 
commit my spirit.”  With that, he bowed his head and gave up 
his spirit. 

 

M: At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two from top  
      to bottom.  The earth shook and the rocks split.  The tombs broke  
      open and the bodies of many holy people who had died were raised  
      to life.  They came out of the tombs, and after Jesus’ resurrection  
      they went into the holy city and appeared to many people.  
 

 
  

♫  Song:  Oh Perfect Life of Love  (CW 138) 
 

Oh, perfect life of love! All, all is finished now, 
All that he left his throne above To do for us below. 
 
No work is left undone Of all the Father willed; 
His toil, his sorrows, one by one, The Scriptures have fulfilled. 
 
No pain that we can share But he has felt its smart; 
All forms of human grief and care  
Have pierced that tender heart. 
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And on his thorn-crowned head And on his sinless soul 
Our sins in all their guilt were laid  
That he might make us whole. 

 

In perfect love he dies; For me he dies, for me! 
O all-atoning Sacrifice, You died to make me free! 
 
In ev’ry time of need, Before the judgment throne, 
Your works, O Lamb of God, I’ll plead,  
Your merits, not my own  

 
 
 
Message:  Hebrews 4:14-16  
14 Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has gone 
through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the 
faith we profess. 15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable 
to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who has been 
tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin. 16 Let us 
then approach the throne of grace with confidence, so that we may 
receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. 
  
 
 

OFFERING    
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy king-
dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
 

HISTORY OF THE PASSION,  THE BURIAL OF JESUS 
 

M: Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a  
      special Sabbath.  Because the Jews did not want the bodies left on  
      the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the legs  
      broken and the bodies taken down.   The soldiers therefore came  
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      and broke the legs of the first man who had been crucified with  
      Jesus, and then those of the other.  But when they came to Jesus  
      and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs.   
      Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bring 
      ing a sudden flow of blood and water. 
 

C: The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is 
true.  He knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that 
you also may believe. 

 

M:  These things happened so that the scripture would be fulfilled:  
C: “Not one of his bones will be broken.”   
M:  And, as another scripture says,  
C: “They will look on the one they have pierced.” 
 

M:  Now there was a man named Joseph, a member of the Council, a  
      good and upright man, who had not consented to their decision and  
      action.  He came from the Judean town of Arimathea, and he was  
      waiting for the kingdom of God. 
 

C: Going to Pilate, he asked for Jesus’ body.  Pilate was surprised 
to hear that he was already dead.  Summoning the centurion, he 
asked him if Jesus had already died.  When he learned from the 
centurion that it was so, he gave the body to Joseph. 

 

M: So Joseph took the body.  He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the  
      man who earlier had visited Jesus at night.  Nicodemus brought a  
      mixture of myrrh and aloes, about seventy-five pounds.  Taking  
      Jesus’ body, the two of them wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of  
      linen.  This was in accordance with Jewish burial customs. 
 

C: At the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, and 
in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had ever been laid.   

Because it was the Jewish day of Preparation and since the 
tomb was nearby, they laid Jesus there. 

 

M: The women who had come with Jesus from Galilee followed  
Joseph and saw the tomb and how his body was laid in it.  Then 
they went home and prepared spices and perfumes. 

 

C: But they rested on the Sabbath in obedience to the command- 
      ment. 
 

M: The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests and  
      the Pharisees went to Pilate.  They said, 
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C: “Sir, we remember that while he was still alive that deceiver 
said, ‘After three days I will rise again.’  So give the order for 
the tomb to be made secure until the third day.  Otherwise, 
his disciples may come and steal the body and tell the people 
that he has been raised from the dead.  This last deception 
will be worse than the first.” 

 
M: Pilate answered:  “Take a guard.  Go, make the tomb as secure as  
      you know how.”  So they went and made the tomb secure by put- 
      ting a seal on the stone and posting a guard. 
 
 
M: We pray:  Almighty God:  we ask that you look with mercy on 

your people for whom Christ Jesus was betrayed and given into 
the hands of sinners and suffered death on the cross; who lives and 
reigns with you and with the Holy Spirit now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
 
 
 
 

Seven Words from the Cross 
 

  The removal of the altar cloths and draping the altar in black power-
fully recall Jesus’ abandonment.   The candles will be extinguished one 
by one as the seven words are read.  The congregation will read the 
words spoken by Jesus from the cross (bold type) along with the pastor.  
    
The last candle will not be extinguished, but carried into the sacristy. 
The candle will be restored to its place.  It symbolizes the glorious hope 
of the resurrection.   
 
 
 
I.  Two other men, both criminals, were also led out with Him to be 
executed.  When they came to the place called The Skull, there they 
crucified Him, along with the criminals- one on His right, the other on 
His left.  Jesus said, Father, forgive them, for they do not know what 
they are doing." (Luke 23:32-34)  

 
Organist plays introduction to the verses 

and then the congregation sings 
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O dearest Jesus, what law have you broken 
That such sharp sentence 
should on you be spoken? 

Of what great crime have you to make confession 
What dark transgression?   

(CW #117) 
 
II. One of the criminals who hung on there hurled insults at him: 
"Aren't you the Christ?  Save yourself and us!"  But the other criminal 
rebuked him, "Don't you fear God," he said, "since you are under the 
same sentence?   
We are punished justly, for we are getting what our deeds deserve.   
But this man has done nothing wrong."   
Then he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your king-
dom."  Jesus answered him, "I tell you the truth, today you will be 
with me in Paradise."  (Luke 23:39-43) 
 
 Jesus remember me,  
 when you come into your kingdom. 
 Jesus remember me,  
 when you come into your kingdom.  
 
III. When Jesus saw his mother standing there, and the disciple whom 
He loved standing nearby, he said to his mother, "Dear woman, here 
is your son," and to the disciple, "Here is your mother."  From that 
time on, this disciple took her into his home. (John 19:26,27) 
 

The sinless Son of God must die in sadness; 
The sinful child of man may live in gladness; 
We forfeited our lives, yet are acquitted 
God is committed.  (CW #117) 

 
IV.  From the sixth hour until the ninth hour darkness came over all the 
land.  About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, Eloi, Eloi, 
Lama Sabachthani? which means, "My God, my God, why have you 
forsaken Me? (Matthew 27: 45,46) 
 
What punishment so strange is suffered yonder! 
The Shepherd dies for sheep that love to wander 
The Master pays the debt his servants owe him, 
Who would not know him.  (CW #117) 
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V. Later knowing that all was now completed, and so that the Scripture 
would be fulfilled, Jesus said, "I am thirsty."  A jar of wine vinegar 
was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on the stalk of 
the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus' lips.  
  
 
VI. When he had received the drink, Jesus said, "It is finished."  With 
that he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. (John 19:28-30) 

 
Calv'ry's mournful mountain climb; 
There, adoring at his feet. 
Mark that miracle of time, 
God's own sacrifice complete. 
"It is finished!" hear him cry; 
Learn of Jesus Christ to die.  (CW #104) 

 
 
VII. It was now the sixth hour, and darkness came over the whole land 
until the ninth hour, for the sun stopped shining.  And the curtain of the 
temple was torn in two.  Jesus called out with a loud voice, "Father 
into Your hands I commit my spirit." When he said this, he breathed 
his last. (Luke 23: 44-46) 
 
 
 

The candle is temporarily removed to symbolize the death                     
              of Jesus that was temporary.   

 
 
 

A brief silence for reflection. 
The lights are turned off. 

 The loud noise that represents the 
 closing of the tomb is heard.   

The lights are turned back on, which   
represents the hope of the resurrection.  
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The pastor will leave in silence.  
The congregation may remain in the church  

for prayer and reflection.   
When you are ready, you may leave in silence. 

 
 

Tonight’s account  is not  
the end of the story.   

Come and hear what happened next! 
 
 

 EASTER WORSHIP and fellowship:   
       Easter festival service at 10:00 a.m.  
        Easter brunch (and egg hunt) after service.    
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